CHAPTER II.

BELIEFS OF THE ABORIGINALS AND OF THE ARYANS*

Aboriginal Beliefs.

VERY little has been ascertained concerniag

manners and customs of the pre-Aryan tribes.
Being illiterate, they left no records of any descrip-
tion ; indeed, the only sources of information
regarding their religion are the Vedic poems (wherein,
however, they are described as inferiors, evfl livers*
and demons), the remains found in tombs, and,
finally, deductions from the customs and languages
of t^ existing tribes descended from them*
Ifcroughout the ages there has been considerable
amalgamation of the Aryan and the aboriginal
elements in blood, language, and religion ; but it is
possible for one well versed in the Hindu scriptures
to distinguish between the early beliefs and those
of purely Aryan origin, or introduced by Brahxnans*
Naturally much information can be obtained in the
wilder regions where the ancient tribes are found
in something approaching their primitive purity.
The evidence, obtained in this manner,* tends
to show that the pre-Aryans believed in a vagus
pantheism, in which all , nature was regarded as
pervaded by evil spirits, to be appeased by offerings.
To these influences were attributed disease and